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" the person who should be approached  by  all  persons  for
knowledge and enlightenment/' (Rv. i. 130, 4), and also
a the person who is learned and performs the sacrifices/'
(Rv. i. 51, 8). He also identifies the Arya with all persons
belonging to the first three twice-born castes of Aryan society.
We have already said that th'e sun-burnt dark-com-
plexioned hunters and nomadic Dasyus were called " black-
skinned " from an analogy drawn from the colour of the black
clouds which Indra dispersed in his light with V|tra. In Rv.
i* 101, i, Indra has been described as having killed the preg-
nant wives of Krtaa. By the word u wives " are meant the
rain-laden black clouds. In Rv. ii. 20,7, reference has been
made to Vftrahan (or Indra) having destroyed the army of
black origin (krsna yonih] and created rain for Manu,
This black army was undoubtedly the black hosts, or clouds
ofVftra. But in Rv. iv.'16,13, it has been said thai Indra
killed fifty thousand black foes. In Rv. vii, 5,3, Vaisvanara
or Fire has been described to have pierced the citadel of the
enemy, when the black people came out pell-mell, through
consternation and distress, leaving their dinner unfinished;
and in verse 6 of the same Sokta, Agni is said to have driven
out the Dasyus from their hiding places, by burning and
blazing fiercely* The black people, referred to in these
verses, were undoubtedly the sun-burnt Aryan Dasyus who
lived in the deep recesses of the forests for self-protection,
but who were afterwards expelled in consequence of the
forests being set on fire. There was also a Dasyu chief,
named Kra$a (the Black), who lived on the banks of the
Aipgumatl or the Yamuna, and had ten thousand followers
with whose help he harassed the settled Aryans (Rv. viiL
96, 83-15).
Though these Dasyus were called black from their com-
plexion and character, they were similar in appearance to the
Aryans, and it was difficult to distinguish a Dasyu from an
Aryan. Hence the Vedic bard invokes Indra to kw>w and